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It seemed like a mad idea at first, but driving 
from Darwin to Sydney was the best thing 
Janice Stringer and her family ever did...

T o think about driving across an enormous 
continent like Australia may come across as 
a daunting, even mad, prospect, but it is of 
course something that many Aussies, and 

tourists, do. With this in mind, my husband Vince and 
I began to think that such a road trip might offer a 
good opportunity for our family, which included our 
daughter Chloe, 12, and son Connor, 14, to 
experience the diversity of Australia first-hand.

Driving from Darwin in the Northern Territory to 
Cairns in Queensland, our plan was to eventually 
propel ourselves onwards down the densely populated 
east coast, to Sydney in New South Wales. We 
allowed ourselves three months to make the journey.

We landed in Darwin on 
25 April, Anzac Day; an 
Australian national holiday. 
Our first week was spent 
relaxing and getting our 
bearings in the city and its 
surrounding suburbs.

Renting a cheap two-door 
car for a couple of days 
enabled us to move further 
afield, and to look into the 
prospect of buying a car for 
the big journey ahead. We 
spent a day frequenting the 
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second-hand car showrooms in Darwin to find out 
what was on offer. Now, if my husband and I were 
here without the children, then a big old Ford Holden 
Estate would have definitely been our vehicle of 
choice, but bringing the kids with us, and being 
novices at driving along the outback highways, we 
wanted to feel secure on the reliability of a vehicle and 
breakdown service, and for us, it seemed like a rental 
car would be the best option for us.

KAKADU NATIONAL PARK
Our route would take us straight down the Stuart 
Highway, detouring through Kakadu National Park, 
committing to a loop involving a night with howling 
coyotes in the Aurora Kakadu Lodge and Caravan 
Park and cruising the Yellow Water Billabong at the 
end of Jim Jim Creek.

This tributary of the South Alligator River forms 
part of a vast natural habitat which is teeming with 
nature, from fish-feeding crocs to oriental darters 
drying their wings in the sun. 

We arrived there in the Yegge season (one of six 
Aboriginal seasons) where we became enamoured 
with nature’s wonders around us, from the wild horses 
on the river banks to the buzzing blue dragonflies. 

The other seasons, Gunumeleng (mid October to 
late December), Gudjewg (January to March), 
Banggerreng (April), Wurrgeng (mid June to mid 

August) and Gurrung (mid August to 
mid October), were to come after  
our departure.

Returning once again to the Stuart 
Highway, taking the next exit before 
Tennants Creek, we discovered along the 
way a memorial for the Overland 
Telegraph. On 22 August 1872, lines 
between the north and south of the 
continent were connected, allowing for 
instantaneous communication between 
Australia and Great Britain. 

We turned off onto the Barkly 
Highway, crossing the Northern Territory 
outback into Queensland, encountering 
wild emu, hidden natural springs and 
plenty of friendly outback hospitality. 

While driving the highways, triple 
roadtrains often thundered past, carrying 
the largest mining vehicles we had ever 
seen – even if we were standing, we 
wouldn’t even be the same height as the 
wheels on these vehicles!

The Flinders Highway then merged with 
the Kennedy, taking us on the final leg to 
Cairns, where its commercialism took 

❛This vast natural habitat is teeming with 
nature, from crocs to oriental darters❜
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us a bit of getting used to after the relaxed friendliness 
we had experienced in the outback. 

A diving trip in the Great Barrier Reef gave us our 
first chance of dipping our feet into salt water. We 
enjoyed taking some down time at last, resting in 
Trinity Beach where we were renting a fully furnished 
apartment. The kids enjoyed the freedom of roaming 
around the area and enjoyed the swimming pool 
without us constantly being with them.

We shopped with the locals, making the most of the 
air-conditioned shopping mall situated on the city 
outskirts, indulging ourselves with the cheesecakes on 
sale, buying local produce in the market and listening 
to tall crocodile tales in the town centre. 

Exploring the area, we drove high into the 
mountains of the Barron Gorge National Park to 
Kuranda, where we discovered a connection of walks 
starting in the village. 

The trails took us into the rainforest with hundreds 
of species of flowering plants, 800 of which were 
rainforest trees indigenous to the area. An easy trail 
allowed for a gentle walk along the riverbank and a 
more strenuous one took us up to the Barron Falls. 

BEAUTIFUL BYRON
Taking to the road once again, we drove down the 
Bruce Highway to Brisbane. After we got to Brisbane, 
the Pacific Highway would take us along the coastline, 
carrying us to the tip of the most easterly destination 
in Australia, Cape Byron. 

Beautiful Byron Bay felt to us like an exotic 
destination with the feel of Christmas wrapping itself 
around us. We ventured to the local outdoor market 
first, which is held on the first Sunday of every month 
in Butler Street. 

With a festival air, it holds a multitude of stalls to 
buy crafts and local produce from, with artists 

displaying their work for sale, and buskers entertaining 
the crowds. We sat with a mixture of tourists and 
locals as we watched Jazzy J played his harmonica, 
rocking the market with his soulful tunes and 
Aboriginal sounds.  

We also enjoyed sitting in The Beach Hotel beer 
garden overlooking the Julian Rocks, off Main Beach. 
It was the best place to go and relax, and watch the 
world go by as the surf flows and the sun sets, while 
eating a chargrilled rib fillet or a roast pumpkin salad. 

Continuing along the coast, along the Newcastle 
Freeway, we eventually arrived in Sydney, trundling 
across the famous Harbour Bridge and into its Central 
Business District. Returning the car to the rental 
office, we realised that we had finally reached our last 
port of call. 

We stayed a couple of nights in a one-room high-
rise apartment with views across the bay. It wasn’t 
cheap, but it had some great views. Climbing to the 
top of the building, where the spa and gym were 
housed, enabled us to have 360 degree views of the 
Sydney Opera House, Harbour Bridge and sprawling 
city around us.

Although this particular adventure had ended, we 
felt that our love of driving along Australia’s long and 
wide highways, and all the places and people we had 
seen along the way, had only just begun. 

❛Jazzy J played his harmonica, rocking 
the market with his soulful tunes❜
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Share your story!
If you have you had a wonderful holiday Down Under and want to share your story with 
Australia & New Zealand magazine, we want to hear from you! Send us your story, and 
your pictures (at their highest resolution) to editor@australiamagazine.co.uk Im
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