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Get your cameras at the ready 
on a croc spotting cruise in 

Kakadu National Park!

From crocodiles to barramundi, sightings of 
Australia’s marine life were holiday highlights 
for Janice Stringer and her family. Just don’t 
mention the terrifying shark encounter.... 
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At Darwin Airport, the customs official 
looked at our family of four, heavily laden 
with backpacks, and asked “Do you have a 
hotel booked?” 

Grinning, my husband and I both said “No”! At our 
response, the official raised his eyes to the sky, stamped 
our passports and we were in ‘Australia.’

The hotel where I was staying with my husband and 
our son and daughter, 12 and 14, was situated on the 
edge of Darwin’s town centre, and boy, were we glad 
to rest our heads after the flight from Singapore. 

For a few days we roamed around Darwin getting 
our bearings, often going to Aquascene at Doctors 
Gully to hand-feed bread to the fish from the bottom 
of a long ramp in the sea. Diamond fish and 
barramundi were swimming over each other to gulp it 

down while the rays floated silently to one 
side waiting for their turn. It was a great 
initiation into Aussie wildlife.

HITTING THE ROAD
We had decided to drive from Darwin to Sydney 
and had rented a hire car. There was a bit of a 
surprise when we picked it up though. 

We were expecting a family saloon to make 
our intrepid journey across the vast terrain but 

much to our shock, and the delight of our 
teens, we encountered a low slung Black 

Ford Falcon covered in spoilers. It 
looked like it was ready to for drag 

racing rather a leisurely yomp across Australia! On 
leaving, we made our way to Fogg Dam to take in our 
first view of the wetlands. We had wanted to go on a 
river crocodile cruise but it looked like we had missed 
the boat – literally! 

Standing on the observation platform overlooking 
the wetlands we encountered a tour guide who 
suggested that the Yellow Water River Cruise in 
Kakadu National Park would be a better cruise to go 
on anyway. 

Our destination set, we drove all the way through, 
until we arrived at our hotel in Kakadu where we 
enjoyed a moonlight swim in the pool. As we walked 
back to our accommodation we could hear a howling 
dingo – an eerie sound, sending shivers up our spines!

Up bright and early the next morning to catch the 
9am cruise, a minibus picked us up from our hotel, 
dropping us off at the departure point on the Yellow 
Water Billabong, along with a few other tourists. 

Standing on the jetty, we observed the water mark 
heights on the poles and were informed that the jetty 
rises with the water level and that at one time it was so 
high that it floated away!

Once loaded onto the boat, our cruise started and 
slowly we moved into the central water of the 
Billabong. As we cruised, the light breeze blew and the 
electric blue dragonflies kept pace with our boat, 
darting backwards and forwards, sometimes solitary, 
other times with companions, riding the wind.

As we travelled further up we saw for the first time, a 

Clockwise from 
top left The Yellow 
Water Billabong is 
atmospheric at 
sunset; The Jacana 
is among the 
fascinating birdlife 
in Kakadu; The 
famous Yellow 
Water River Cruise; 
Surveying the 
wetlands scenery 
from Kakadu’s 
observation deck; 
Crocs silently glide 
through the water; 
A glimpse of a scaly  
croc swimming 
beside some lily 
pods; The White 
Bellied Sea Eagle
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crocodile in the wild. It was a beautiful sight, and we 
all excitedly moved to one side of the boat so we could 
watch it masterfully exit the water and disappear, 
scurrying up the mud bank and depositing itself in a 
small mud pool. 

After that, all that was left to indicate that he had 
ever been there was the slide mark in the mud.

The sky and clouds reflected on the dark waters of 
the Billabong giving the impression that the water was 
in fact a canvas and that the sky had been painted upon 
it – it was stunning. As we gazed at the water we soon 

saw a mirrored reflection of what we saw above – a 
Jabiru, a White Bellied Sea Eagle, and the Comb 
Crested Jacana. These were just a few of the fascinating 
birdlife we encountered along the way. 

On the return trip, it was a croc which once again 
stole our hearts. Nestled tightly in the water under the 
fallen trunk of a tree, the boat stopped and we waited, 
watching in awe as the croc silently and menacingly 
observed a small school of fish until grabbing his 
moment and lunging towards them, grabbing in his 
huge jaws some breakfast. Im

ag
es

: T
o

ur
is

m
 N

o
rt

he
rn

 T
er

ri
to

ry

We watched in awe as the croc 

silently and menacingly 

observed a small school of fish
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Useful Information

✺ Aquascene, Doctors Gully, Darwin
Hundreds of fish visit the shallows of Doctors Gully in Darwin every high tide 
looking for a free meal. It is free and open to the public each day for fish feeding 
and operates 12 months of the year as long as the tides and weather permit. 
Web: www.aquascene.com.au

✺ Fogg Dam Conservation Reserve, Northern Territory
Located around 70 kilometres east of Darwin along the Arnhem Highway, Fogg 
Dam is an ideal stopping-off point if you’re heading towards Kakadu. With open 
water, floodplains, monsoon and paperbark forests, and swamp environments, 
all in a small area, there is suitable habitat for many different types of birds, 
including Jabiru, Brolga, Magpie Geese and scores of other species. Confirmed 
sightings of 230 species of birds have been listed here. Large numbers of 
wading birds gather at the Dam wall at the end of the wet season. It is open all 
year, but from the end of March until the start of October is the best time to visit 
Fogg Dam. There are several well signposted walks you can do in the area, as 
well as observation platforms. 
Web: www.nt.gov.au/nreta/parks/find/foggdam

✺ Yellow Water Cruises, Kakadu National Park
Yellow Water Cruises operates cruise boat tours along the Yellow Water 
Billabong at the end of Jim Jim Creek, a tributary of the South Alligator River. 
The wetlands of the South Alligator river system are home to all kinds of wildlife, 
including large saltwater crocodiles. It is no coincidence that the Crocodile 
Dundee films were shot here! The canopied cruise boats operate all year round 
and are skippered by experienced guides. Prices from A$40 (£22) for children 
and A$55 (£30) for adults for a 1.5 hour trip.  
Web: www.yellowwatercruises.com

✺ Kakadu National Park, Northern Territory
Kakadu National Park is located 171 kilometres southeast of Darwin. It extends 
nearly 200 kilometres from north to south and over 100 kilometres from east to 
west. Large saltwater crocodiles are commonplace and about one third of 
Australia’s bird species are represented in Kakadu National Park, with at least 
60 species found in the wetlands. Whistling ducks and Magpie Geese are the 
most abundant. There is a A$25 (£13) fee to access the Park.  
Web: www.kakadu.com.au

The croc looked slightly farcical with the fish 
hanging out of the side of his mouth until his huge 
teeth finally opened and he tossed his prey into the 
back of his throat.

In that moment we were all in awe on that boat. 
Most of us were like big kids as we ‘oohed and ahhed’ 
at the awesome power and the wonder that was the 
crocodile. It was truly a special trip.

RIDING THE WAVES
Leaving the Yellow Water Billabong, we drove 
through the most incredible scenery, even 
encountering some emus along the way. Our road trip 
took us through many different towns as we made our 
way to Cairns and the Great Barrier Reef, where we 
were looking forward to diving and snorkelling. 

We also spent time in Byron Bay, where we all had a 
go at learning to surf. Sharing the breaks with surfing 
fish we asked our instructor about the possibility of 
seeing sharks. We needn’t have worried. When my 
husband suddenly saw a shadow in the water below 
him, he jumped, then started laughing as he realised 
the shadow was not a shark, just his surfboard! Our son 
and daughter quickly mastered the technique of 
surfing, discovering the thrill of riding on the waves. 

Our drive through the Aussie outback was an 
amazing experience, from staying in all the different 
kinds of accommodation, to encountering all kinds of 
weird and wonderful wildlife. This truly is a magical 
way to see Australia. If I had to use just one word to 
describe the trip it would have to be ‘Bonzer’! 

Clockwise from 
top left Menacing 
crocs prepare to 
pounce; Wildlife-
spotting on a 
crocodile cruise; 
Janice goes 
snorkelling on the 
Great Barrier Reef; 
The Stringer family 
arrive at Kakadu 
National Park; 
Learning how to 
surf in Byron Bay 
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