
www.getmedownunder.com Au s t r a l i a  &  NZ  |   S e p te mb e r  2012  59

Remarkable
Truly

Queenstown is surrounded by the 
majestic Remarkables mountains 

Exploring the impressive scenic 

wonders of New Zealand’s South 

Island is fun for all the family… 

Words Janice Stringer
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Janice and her family loved 
strolling beside Lake Wakatipu

T here is something 
synonymous about putting 
New Zealand and walking in 
the same sentence. 

From the length and breadth of the 
country, there are many Department of 
Conservation walks, including nine 
‘Great Walks’. These include the Heaphy 

Track, Kepler Track, Milford Track, 
Rakiura Track and Routeburn Track – 
all in the South Island.  

In North Island is the Lake 
Waikaremoana Track, Tongariro 
Northern Circuit and the Whanganui 
Journey. The Wanganui Journey takes 
about five days to complete; and is more 

of a kayaking journey than walking. It 
offers a distinctive way to encounter part 
of New Zealand’s history; this river being 
a travelling route used for hundreds of 
years by the Maori, the country’s  
indigenous people.

The walks offer the intrepid tramper 
the most impressive and interesting of 
landscapes to spend time exploring – they 
are desolate and wild, yet many are very 
accessible and close to parking.

CHEAP AND CLEAN
Keen to sample some of the walks 
ourselves, myself, my husband Vince and 
our two children Chloe, 12, and Connor, 
14, decided to travel through New 
Zealand by car, rather than settling in 
one place for a holiday or renting a 
campervan; which seemed so 
extortionate in expense.

Wanting to find cost effective places to 
stay to make our budget last longer for 
the duration of our travels and keeping in 
mind our children, we had learned about 
all the fabulous cheap, clean and efficient 
Top 10 Holiday Parks in New Zealand. 
Staying in a holiday park with facilities 

and catering for families, meant that our 
children would have more chance of 
meeting other kids to play with. 

The holiday parks cater for all types of 
budget, and offer different types of 
accommodation. There are motels, self- 
contained units, dorm rooms, standard or  
luxury cabins; and if you fancy camping, 
powered and unpowered pitches.

BREATHLESS VIEWS
Landing in Queenstown felt to us like the 
best place in the country to enter and exit 
by air, as on a clear day, the vision of the 
Remarkables mountain range below, 
causes a sharp intake of breath and an 
elongated stare. 

We started off staying just six 
kilometres outside of Queenstown, 
reducing the cost of accommodation for 
our family and with a driving time of 
about several minutes from the centre of 
town, it was easy to find for the first time 

visitor. Steering our way gingerly 
across the icy Edith Cavell Bridge 
straddling Shotover Gorge, provided 
us with breathless views of the icy 
clear water, before we arrived at 
Shotover Holiday Park. 

Our little self-contained unit had  
a kitchenette, ensuite with shower, 
double bed and bunks, with a 

flatscreen TV and soft furnishings 
to make our stay pleasant. 

The only thing we found was 
that the heaters turned off after an 
hour so you had the feeling of a 
nip in the air as they gradually 
reduced the heat. It wasn’t too 
much of a problem as most of our 
time was spent outdoors.

Strolling round Lake Wakitapu 
on a warm winter’s afternoon, 
gave us our first taste into the 
delights of the walking 
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❛The vision of the Remarkables 
causes a sharp intake of breath ❜

The family stayed at Shotover  
Holiday Park near Queenstown
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Janice and Vince savour the  views of Shotover Gorge
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trails available for all levels of ability, 
giving us an insight into what was 
available as we continued our driving 
tour from South Island to North Island.

We made our way to Wanaka and then 
onto Te Anau, stopping directly across 
from the Lake to enable a visit to the 
Milford Sound the next day. 

The motel we stayed in was great and 
the staff were friendly and helpful, 
offering us plenty of up-to-date tourist 
information for the drive to Fiordland.

AZURE BLUE COAST
Moving on to the coastal township of 
Picton, we decided this was the place to 
settle for a few weeks because of its ideal 
location, just across the water to 

Wellington in the North Island. The 
surrounding areas provided us with 
plenty to do. 

Picton was originally known as 
Waitohi over 300 years ago, before it was 
bought by the New Zealand Company 
who renamed it Newton. 

It was then finally called Picton, in 
honour of Sir Thomas Picton, a Welsh 
British army officer, who fell at the Battle 
of Waterloo in 1815. 

Our first port of call was another  
Top 10 Holiday Park, located just 

minutes from Picton harbour. Through 
our windows we could see the awesome 
sight of Marlborough Sounds. 

With a world-famous wine trail only 
30 minutes drive away and local coffee 
shops and restaurants on its foreshore, it 
was the perfect place for some downtime. 

Poised northeast position at the top of 
New Zealand’s South Island, Picton  
makes the perfect access point to the  
North Island, using the ferries or daily 
flights with Sounds Air. It is also the 
perfect place to hitch a ride on the 

Coastal Pacific train spanning the azure 
blue east coast, down to Christchurch. 

All local walks within this region range 
from 20 minutes up to a couple of hours 
return, and with 12 to choose from, any 
walker can experience the wonders of the 
Marlborough Sounds and its 
surroundings unfolding before them. 

With a 10-minute walk to Shelly 
Beach via Coathanger Bridge, a steep 
earthy climb gives you a birds-eye view 
of the harbour below. As the trees 
envelope you, the clean crisp air tendrils 
its way into your nostrils, as the expansive 
beauty of the Sounds captures your gaze. 

Shelly Beach is the perfect place to 
crunch stones to the water’s edge, while 
observing the undulating wakes created 
by arriving and departing ferries, before 
continuing your walk to Bob’s Bay. The 
walk only takes 30 minutes, and you can 
spend more time enjoying a picnic here 
or paddling in the temperate waters.

MARINE WONDERS
One of Picton’s main industries is 
tourism, and keen divers can explore the  
many local marine reserves to be found 
here, such as Double Cove, located about 
15 minutes away from town. 

Outside the marine reserve, with a flick 
of an experienced knife you can taste 
fresh scallops eaten straight from the sea, 
or engage with inquisitive Blue Cod in 
the 15-metre-deep waters, which my 
husband did to his hearts delight, 
experiencing his first taste of a scallop 
fresh from the sea. Kayaking is another 
option, and sometimes dolphins might 
swim alongside you. We observed 

READER HOLIDAY | SOUTH ISLAND READER HOLIDAY | SOUTH ISLAND

❛Through our windows we could see 
the awesome Marlborough Sounds❜

    Picton’s busy Interislander ferry terminal

Picton’s picturesque harbour

Boats bob around in Picton marina, with 
Marlborough Sounds in the distance
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this on our drive to Havelock; as kayakers 
slipped their oars into the deep waters of 
the bay, as Hector’s Dolphins swam 
alongside, not far from the beach.

There are also plenty of opportunities 
for fishing in some of the secluded bays 
here, which we did just outside of the 
town, on a little stretch of beach close to 
a car park, following New Zealand’s 
Ministry of Fisheries guidelines of course. 

These guidelines are present at many of 
the beaches, indicating the level of blue 
cod, snapper, spiny rock lobsters, scallops 
and ordinary paua that can be removed. 

Dolphin tours were readily available 
from the town and water taxis are 
on-hand to carry you to many areas that 
are  inaccessible by land. With scenic 
routes like the Queen Charlotte Drive to 
Havelock, with its lookout points, you 

can purvey the Sounds before descending 
into the village, finishing off with fresh 
local mussels and a pint.

Picton and the Marlborough Sounds 
have a little bit of something for 
everyone. The local stores are welcoming 
and friendly and the area was of great 
interest to us all. In the past, Picton has 
proven itself as a vital link between the 
North and South Islands - shipping wool, 

grain, fruit and meats between them, as 
well as to Australia, and as far as London.

It was a great place to rest our weary 
travelling legs for a few weeks. The local 
homemade pie and fish and chip shops 
provided us with some warming foods 
that reminded us a little of home. 
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Share your story!
If you have had a wonderful holiday Down 
Under and want to share your story with 
Australia & New Zealand magazine, we want to 
hear from you! Send us your story, and your 
pictures (at their highest resolution) to  
editor@australiamagazine.co.uk Im
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Dolphins swim alongside a  
couple of delighted kayakers  

❛Kayakers slipped their oars into the deep waters of 
the bay as Hector’s Dolphins swam alongside❜

Vince scrambling around  

the rocks at Shelly Beach

Janice enjoys the views as she climbs down to Shelly Beach

PIcton offers a good base from which to 
explore the beautiful Marlborough Sounds


