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Tell us about your stopover!
Have you enjoyed a memorable stopover en-route to Australia 
or New Zealand? Tell us about your stopover in just 350 words, 
and send us 3-4 high resolution snaps from your trip, including 
at least one of yourself. Email your story and pics to 
australiaeditor@edpltd.co.uk. If we publish your account you will 
win a copy each of Insight Guide Australia AND Insight Guide 
New Zealand, a prize worth £32! With inspiring photos and 
maps, these fully illustrated guidebooks are essential reading. 

My stopover... Bangkok
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Market stalls selling  
all manner of goods 
were worth a browse

Thailand’s capital makes a great 
stopover if you’re heading to 
Australia, writes Janice Stringer

Bangkok’s majestic 
Buddhist temples 
are a must-see 

Deep fried oysters 
might tempt  
the tastebuds  
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Tuk-tuks offered a 
cheap and fun way  
to get around 

S taying in Huay Kwang, we found ourselves 30 minutes from the airport, 
standing in one of the 50 districts that makes up the city. Basing ourselves on 

the outskirts meant that we had all the enjoyment of the Thai culture, whilst staying 
in a residential district without the annoyance of the touts. 

A bustling mini metropolis, made up of market stalls, selling rice, crocs to pots, live 
frogs, fresh eels, vegetables and more, with street food vendors sending out strange 
smells made up of local dishes; cool designer shops and engaging side roads offering 
a delicious tester of Thai family living. It feels safe to wander in and is full of hand 
car washes, sweetshops, laundry services and Thai massage parlours.

Our stay in KT Guesthouse was pleasant and made easy to find by the printable 
map off their website to give to the taxi driver and advice on the cost of the taxi ride. 
They have a swimming pool to lounge around beside for a couple of days. Their 
prices were cheap and their food was delicious – try the chicken boiled rice (like a 
chicken broth) on the breakfast menu for 50 bahts and you will find yourself full for 
the rest of the day. For dinner, we liked heading to the local night market, where we 
enjoyed deep fried oysters in egg and other Thai delicacies.

After our spell in Bangkok we needed to pick up a flight in Singapore so we 
headed to the city’s Hua Lamphong Railway Station, which we reached via the tube 
from Huay Kwang. It took us a couple more days as we passed through Thailand, 
Malaysia, and into Singapore, journeying through jungle terrain, but it was great to 
experience the differences between the three.

Once at Singapore International Airport the flights to Sydney, Australia only took 
a further eight hours, cutting down on a long flight time and providing us with a 
much more enjoyable way to reach Australia. We felt calm, less frazzled, and 
enjoyed seeing a little of the countries that line the route, before stepping out into the 
“land of walkabout”, refreshed and reinvigorated.
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