
A catamaran awaited the  
family in Cairns Harbour 

Main image, the clear blue 
waters of the Great Barrier Reef
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HOLIDAY GREAT BARRIER REEF

he 29-metre luxury 
catamaran looked stunning 
docked at the quayside in 
Cairns Harbour. This huge 

vessel was about to take my family on a 
scuba diving excursion to the Great 
Barrier Reef, one of the natural wonders 
of the world, and we couldn’t wait! 

Only the night before, we had sat in a 
classroom, listening to a talk from a local 
marine biologist at Cairns Reef Teach 
education facility.

The classroom in the Main Street 
Arcade, near the glorious seafront and 
located close to the beachfront swimming 
lagoon, left us revelling with delight at the 
thought of joyfully frolicking in the Great 
Barrier Reef’s balmy waters as we 

T

Taking  
a dive
A family diving trip to the Great 
Barrier Reef was a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience for Janice Stringer... 

watched for the terrors that might lurk 
from the deep. 

HEADING OUT
As the catamaran made its way to the reef, 
we were treated to a traditional buffet 
meal and an informative briefing about 
our dive to while away the time.

As we grew ever closer we were paired 
up with our dive masters. Unfortunately 
for us, the captain had decided that as my 
husband and our daughter were asthma 
sufferers, he was not willing to let them 
scuba dive, even though they had passed 
their dive medicals and had been declared 
fit to scuba dive.

Our next family issue was the stinger 
suit. We had been used to swimming 



DID YOU 
KNOW? 

The late, great Jacques 
Cousteau famously 
named the Heron 

Bommie off Heron Island 
as one of his top 10 

favourite diving sites in 
the world.

Reefs rich with marine life

Diving in the Great Barrier Reef  

www.getmedownunder.com34 E s s e n t i a l  Q u e e n s l a n d   |   N ove mb e r  2013

in Asia’s clear warm waters in just our 
swimming cossies, but the next rule was 
that we all had to don a stinger suit before  
entering the water. 

We understood the dangers living in 
the water – the word ‘stinger suit’ said it 
all – so some protection against the killer 
jellyfish had to be provided. 

SUITED AND BOOTED
After we had suited up, my son and I 
made our way to the edge of the dive 
platform ready to jump into the clear 
turquoise waters.

Descending 12 metres to Pellowe Reef, 
we were finally getting the chance to dive 
in one of the world’s most renowned 
destinations.

Forty minutes later, after moving 
through invisible thermoclines, the 
glorious experience ended as we slowly 
made our way back to the surface, 
following our divemaster Scott, our 
American guide. 

As the tour operators blew whistles at 
those in the water who were moving 
outside an allowed range, the sheer 

volume of people meant that at times we 
were like fish in a feeding frenzy, 
swimming all over each other! It was 
certainly rather different to the leisurely 
swim in calm waters that I had imagined! 

Following this, the trip incorporated a 
snorkel around Thetford Reef and Flynn 
Reef, our last dive of the day. We 
encountered sweet lips, barracuda and a 
blue-spotted ray, to name just a few of 
our fishy encounters. 

FISHY ENCOUNTERS
I think one of the most fascinating things 
I experienced on our trip to the Great 
Barrier Reef was watching the water 
break over the reef as the tide lowered. 

Seeing the edge of a wide, deep sea, 
whilst feeling safe in the knowledge that I 
could see the sand at the bottom of the 
reef where we were snorkelling, was a gift 
not lost on me.

Although the journey out to the Great 
Barrier Reef didn’t quite fulfil our desire 
to enjoy the journey as much of the 
destination, mostly due to the trip 
restrictions and the sheer volume of 
people, being able to visit the Great 
Barrier Reef felt like a privilege and one 
that was not lost on our little family. 
Needless to say, none of us will forget our 
trip to the Great Barrier Reef.  

 We were finally getting the 
chance to dive in one of the world’s 
most renowned destinations


